
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 25 September 2014] 

 p6981b-6981b 
Mr Ben Wyatt; Mr Bill Marmion; Speaker 

 [1] 

HOUSING — REMOTE COMMUNITIES 

763. Mr B.S. WYATT to the Minister for Housing: 
I refer to the agreement between the Western Australian government and the commonwealth government about 
the withdrawal of commonwealth funding for remote communities, which the minister referred to yesterday in 
his brief ministerial statement, and to the fact that the $90 million offered to Western Australia does not include 
funding to upgrade or maintain infrastructure. 

(1) Why did the minister agree to such a short-term solution, which may well have devastating long-term 
impacts on remote Aboriginal communities, if he found the approach by the commonwealth to be 
reprehensible? 

(2) Will the state government take responsibility for those services that have now been withdrawn by the 
commonwealth? 

(3) Why did the minister not stand up to Tony Abbott on this issue, as the South Australian government 
has? 

Mr W.R. MARMION replied: 
I thank the member for Victoria Park for the question, which was in three parts. 

(1) He asked, firstly, why the government accepted the figure of $90 million. Basically, the choice was 
accepting the $90 million or having no dollars at all. That is the situation. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr W.R. MARMION: The member for Cockburn interjected; his record of negotiating is appalling. We have 
lost the Inpex Corporation project to the Northern Territory; it was appalling negotiation. 

Point of Order 

Mr B.S. WYATT: Mr Speaker, I think you heard my question. It was concise and in three parts about a very 
important issue. I ask you to bring the minister back to the agreement that was made. 

The SPEAKER: Minister, come back to the point. Member for Cockburn, through the Chair. Member for 
Victoria Park, I do not want to hear interjections. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 
Mr W.R. MARMION: Part (1) was: why did the government accept the figure of $90 million? It was because 
the choice was $90 million or zero. 

(2) The second part was: will WA take on the state responsibility? We will see about that. At this stage that 
is what the commonwealth has asked us to do. We have two years of funding, and we will see if we can 
negotiate more funds from the commonwealth. What was the third part? 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: Why did you not take a stand and fight for the issue like South Australia? 

(3) South Australia has not accepted any money. We shall see what happens, as it might end up with 
nothing. 
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